Vikrama averts an astrological evil omen               205
In Avantl-city the noble King Vikrama enjoyed the luxurious and sumptuous pleas-
ures of empire, surrounded by thirty-six royal entertainers, while his glorious feet
were worshipt by thirty-six princes. One time a certain astronomer, who knew all the
four hundred thousand luminaries, came into the assembly announst by the usher, and
having blest the king was given a suitable seat. And when the king askt him what
various arts he knew, he said: "O king, I know all about the past, present, and future,
by means of the course, rising, setting, crooked wandering, accelerated motion, fixation,
condition, appearance, friendly or unfriendly nature, strength, and weakness of the
moon, sun, planets, constellations, and stars; also by means of auguries [divya],
portents in the air, earthly bodies [?], sounds, signs, prodigies, and the other forms of
divination hi its eight branches." Then the king, desiring to know what the future
would bring forth, askt him, and he replied: " O king, there will be a famine for
twelve years." Hearing this the king said: " Sir, in my kingdom there is no trans-
gression of sound royal policy, no teaching of unrighteousness, no oppression of the
subjects, no disturbing of pious undertakings, no hatred of religion [or, of brahmans],
no quarreling with the defenseless, no persecution of those who have no support, no
revealing of other men's secrets, no teaching of wickedness, no inclination to sin, no
taxing of the untaxable, no destruction of divine images, no affliction of great seers, no
transgression of the ordinances of caste. How then can there be a famine ? " There-
upon the astrologer said: " O king, if Saturn cuts the car of Rohini and goes into the
mansion of Venus or of Mars, then there conies a twelve years' famine. Since:
1.   If Saturn cuts the car of Rohini, then on this earth also for twelve years
Madhava [Indra] will surely not rain upon the land.
This conjunction takes place this year." Hearing this the king, for the sake of his sub-
jects, undertook prayers and religious works, with gifts, pious practices, sacrifices,
and propitiatory and auspicious rites and the like. But Parjanya [the rain-god] did
not rain. And seeing the suffering of his own subjects, the king was very sad, and
reflected: " If a family is afflicted before the eyes of its head, and he does not have a
care for it according to his ability, that is sinful of him. And if a village-chief does not
care for his village in affliction, that is sinful of him. And if the lord of a country accepts
the country's taxes, but does not protect it in affliction, then that is sinful of him."
Thus the king was at a loss to know what to do. Then a divine voice in the air was
heard, saying: " O king, if any man bearing the thirty-two superior marks shall sacri-
fice his own body as a gift of honor to Parjanya, there shall be no famine in that man's
land." Hearing this, the noble king, devoted to the service of others, started to sacri-
fice himself for his subjects. As he put his sword to his neck and was about to cut off
his head, the youthful Cloud-god stayed him by the hand and said: " O king, I am
satisfied, choose a wish." Then the king said: " If you are satisfied, then from now on
let there be no more famine in my land." And the god agreed to this. And for this
reason even today there is, generally speaking, no famine in the land of Malava, and
so no one finds it necessary to give gifts of food. In the words of the verse: <
2.   Hearing it said by an astrologer that there was to be a very serious famine
lasting for twelve years, the noble Vikrama then made an offering of his own body
to the Rain-god, for the sake of his subjects.
Therefore, O king, if such magnaninptity is found in you, then mount upon tins
throne.                                                                                             ,
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